Easter Ideas 2

‘Pop up chick’

Using templates from the downloadable resources (Ea ster) Chicks can be
covered in yellow snippets of tissue paper with ora nge crayon feet and beak.
Tape a craft stick to the chick. Cut a slit in the egg template (see dotted line)

This area may need strengthening with some masking tape on both sides before

the egg is sponge painted or decorated. You might | ike to add an ‘Easter Joy’
sticker or other Easter message.

Fold here

Examples of sponge or finger painting for sheep!



Easter Egg card - egg opens to reveal chick and Easter/New Life me ssage
(use downloadable Easter Egg Card template)

Palm Tree
First get children to sponge or roller paint half A 4 card in green and half
in brown (lengthways). (good to have prepared the r everse side in green
beforehand if poss).
One semi-dry, hatch lines using marker pen
Hang to dry. Then cut green parts in towards centre to create leaves.
Roll up the tree to create palm tree and secure wit  h tape.
If you wish tree to be free standing, ship base and fold back for ‘roots’

Easter box
Follow instructions for home made box using square
of card covered with Easter wrapping

paper.

Easter basket
Fold two circles of card in half and fix together t 0 create a bag.
Secure with staple or tape.

Hot Cross Bun Card

Using paint effects. Children can paint a circle of card and add finger paint
currants etc and then with white paint and their fi nger, make a cross on the top.
If you don’t want to offer painting, just cut out b eige circles and stick on cream
coloured strips to form cross and bits of tissue pa  per for currants.



Donkey/colt face — using donkey/colt template from downloadable
resources (Easter) , transfer onto A4 size stiff ca rd. Can

be sponge painted grey. Finger paint eyes and nostr ils.
Optional fur fabric fringe and ears. Can be atta ched toa

head band.

Easter Crowns
Good for Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday.
Celebrate the entry of The King as he makes Hisway towards Jerusalem.

Godly Play Resources

Encourage children to wonder about Easter events us ing Godly Play lessons and
stories. See links page for details of UK and US we Dbsites. UK suppliers of
wooden crafted resources are Saint Michaels Cottage Crafts, Bowthorpe
Community Trust, Bowthorpe Hall Road, Norwich NR5 5 AA Tel 01603 746106
for a price list.

For those who might like to watch a film all about Lent and

chocolate, this is for you! Maybe a good one to inv ite mums round

for a get together. There is even a Lent course bas  ed on the film.

‘Christ and the Chocolaterie’ is inspired by the film Chocolat,

which was in turn based on the bestselling novel by Joanne
Harris. (Some prefer the original book to the film! )

Using the film as a starting point for exploring is sues about God,

the world, and what it means to be human, Hilary Br and has

designed five group sessions on the themes of: « Gi ving up — the

prelude to change * Giving out — the power of a gif t ¢ Getting

wise — the possibility of change ¢ Getting real —t he power of

acceptance « Growing up — the process of change. Ea ch session

includes extracts from the film, group discussion g uestions, exercises and
meditations, suggestions for individual reading and related Bible passages. The



book also includes appendices on the curious histor y of chocolate, the unfair
economics of chocolate and ideas for a chocolate fe  ast.

‘Easter Make & Do’  book by Gillian Chapman (pub brf)

The craft projects are probably not right for the a ge group at PT groups but
they make excellent visual aids for storytelling S Easter approaches.

‘The Easter Story’ by Brian Wildsmith — beautifully illustrated hardb ack book
to look at the pictures. Refers to the crucifixion in a sensitive way for young
children. Resonances of Giotto and Klimt in the art  istic style.

‘The Three Trees’ — by Angela Elwell Hunt (pub Lion) becoming a popul ar
contemporary classic. Good to read out loud to youn g children and show the
pictures and share with adults.

Miracle Maker Film on DVD - beautifully animated for older child ren and adults
too.

Save wrapping!
Don't forget to save all those lovely colourful foi | wrappers from Easter eggs to
use in craft activities.

Paper Egg Wreath

Get children to colour/decorate Easter egg shapes a nd arrange in a circle to
create a wreath effect. Maybe you could hang up wit  h an Easter message. ‘Jesus
is risen!’ or ‘Easter Joy’.

Easter Wreath

As with Christmas Door Wreaths, you could decorate your door with a
Springtime wreath but include an Easter message for  the postman and other
calIers!I

What about the Easter Bunny??

This site does not feature the Easter Bunny but foc uses more on new life, baby
animals, resurrection and the lambs which have so m uch significance for our
Judeo- Christian faith.

It is interesting to explore the roots of so many o f our Christian Festivals and
traditions.

According to the 8th century historian known as the "Venerable Bede", the word
"Easter" and the associated festival derived from t he Germanic goddess Oestre .
Eostre was a fertility goddess from whom we derive the word "oestrogen".
Eostre's main festival was in the spring, a time as sociated with rebirth and
renewal.



The origin of Easter is thus a springtime pagan fer tility festival. This is
reflected in our modern symbolism - the significanc e of the Easter Bunny and
the Easter Egg become obvious. This also explains w hy the early Christians
chose Eostre's festival for their "embrace and exte nd" strategy. The rebirth
motif fits well with the Christian religious teachi ngs.

With the increasing commercialisation of Easter — p arties, presents, home
decorating etc, it is good to hold onto our centra | Christian Festival and the
message of Christ's resurrection. Lets pray for opp ortunities to share the
reason for our Easter Hope and Joy — and why Chri stmas happened!!

‘Resurrection Eggs’

These have contents which are not safe for little ¢ hildren but useful for you to
see... maybe if you are working with older children o r want to present the Easter
events in a visual way. Each egg contains a symbol to represent a key part of the
Holy Week events..

At time of writing, these were available from One W ay UK (www.onewayuk.com)
Tel (Reading) 0118 975 6303

We also used the idea of filling Perspex eggs (now much more readily available
pre-Easter because of Easter egg hunts) — insert a  slip of paper with a bible
text or ‘God is love’ etc.

Another gift idea if you have funds is to wrap a li  ttle bible
book (this one is from Scripture Union) with a kni  tted chick
and hollow chocolate egg.

Lakeland stocks 30 little gift plastic bags for £1 which can
be tied with ribbon or to be eco friendly, you coul d use
recyclable brown paper bags with a twirly ribbon.

Palm Sunday Donkey and Jesus hanging up to dry!

This donkey puppet is from a website



www.puppetsbypost.com (£6.50)



