
Easter Resource Ideas 

The Easter Message

Lots of groups like to celebrate Christmas but find  it more of a challenge to
bring the true message of  Easter  to non church fami lies in  a toddler  group
setting. We don’t necessarily have the same ‘permis sions’ as a ‘church’ setting.

How is  God leading you?  Talking with young familie s about Jesus’ death and
resurrection  when  they  might  not  be  having  regular  stories  or  songs  with
Christian themes anyway might be a challenge! On th e other hand, as Christians,
we pray that our families know something of the hop e for new life through Jesus
and we want to point to the cross and the hope beyo nd it in a way that is just
right for the nature of our groups. 

We need to pray that by His Spirit, God will lead u s to
offer  what is just  right  for  the group as share the
Easter  joy we have in our  own lives through knowing ,
loving and following Jesus.. 

Easter Praise Services  

Inviting families to a Toddler Praise service or fo r story time in the sanctuary
of the church rather than the normal toddler group hall venue can be helpful
when you want to offer an Easter message or bible s tory at any time of year.
Then people have the choice about the storytime.

The  shops  are  full  of  ‘Easter’  trimmings  at  this ti me  of
year, decorating Easter Trees, Easter eggs, chocola te, with
bunnies and chicks everywhere!

We can acknowledge and delight in all the lovely Sp ringtime
things  and  focus  on  the  foods  (taste,  smell,  feel  –  a  yummy  multi-sensory
experience) and sing songs about current buns,  (ju st pointing to the cross on
the hot cross buns as something we have at this spe cial time of year). We might
also ask where we might see this cross shape in oth er places and who it stands
for. 

With puppets (or home made paper plate faces), we c an tell the story of happy
and sad. If our groups are used to having regular s tory times with



bible themes they might like to hear about Jesus’ f riends sad and then happy or
the joy of seeing Jesus again in the Easter garden.  

Older children (with adult supervision) could make Easter tray gardens or join
together on collective activity to make a bigger on e.

See  the  ‘Easter  is  for  me’  booklet  designed  by  Claire  for  using  in  parent
toddler  group or  services for  the under  fives.  It  r ecognises the things that
little children and young families will associate w ith this time of year but gently
points to the Easter message and the celebration of  Jesus’ resurrection. 

You can download this from the site.

Craft ideas:
· Orange and yellow crowns decorated with gold tinsel  pieces and feathers

etc with text attached ‘Jesus is alive!’
· Splodgy sheep paintings or masks
· Easter baskets or finger painting eggs or chicks
· Streamers or crepe paper palms to wave
· Decorating Easter biscuits - bonnets
· Daffodil collage (3D)

Gifts for going home:

· If  the finances  stretch  to it,  a small  Christian bo ok as a going home
present

· An Easter biscuit  wrapped in cling film secured wit h Christian message
sticker

· A knitted chick (can get experienced knitters from church or the group
to knit these in advance) Pattern below

· A take home craft

Knitting Pattern for Easter Chicks

What you will need:
· Yellow wool double knitting 
· No 10 knitting needles
· Orange felt for beak
· Black wool for eyes
· Cotton wool for stuffing head
· Needle for sewing and tightening neck
· Hollow chocolate eggs (crème egg size)

Cast on 20 sts  Continue in garter stitch increasin g at the start of every row
until you have 46 sts.  The work should be 2”.  



On the next row cast off 13 st. Knit to end of row.
At start of next row, cast off 13 st.  You should h ave 20 st left.  
Knit 12 rows to form the head.
Cast off by threading the work through the remainin g stitches.  Pull tight and
then sew up the head and body. Make head more ‘ball ’ shape using some stitches
round neck. Stitch round body.
Stuff head with some cotton wool. Sew on orange fel t beak and embroider eyes.

Easter Baskets
Cut out two circles 12cm diameter from coloured car d (Spring colours) or use
paper plates for large size.

Fold circle each in half and slot together to make a heart shaped basket. Cut a
strip  of  card  or  use  ribbon  to  make  a  handle.  Stapl e  together.  Fill  with
chocolates or sweets or an Easter gift. Attach a Ch ristian text or message and
decorate the basket beforehand with finger printed egg pattern!

You can make bigger ones using paper plates.

An alternative
to Easter  Egg

Hunts

What else gets lost and needs to be found? Sheep! W hy not print off  some
sheep using the computer and get the children to be  shepherds looking for their
lost  sheep.   Then  you  could  tell  the  story  of  the  l ost  sheep  and  the Good
Shepherd using puppets or fluffy toys.

Or you could tell the Lost Shepherd parable and use  fluffy toy sheep.

Easter Eggs with a difference!
How about buying Easter eggs with a difference? Buy  a family in Honduras some
chickens to give them eggs all year round! 



Contact World Vision to order a catalogue for inspi ring gift ideas helping people
in difficult circumstances overseas. Visit www.greatgifts.org  or call 0845 600
6446. 

‘His Story’  bracelets with beads symbolising elements of the G ospel message.
Love Russia
This Christian charity’s mission statement: 
‘To promote any  charitable  purpose in  the  territorie s  of  the former  Soviet
Union,  including  relief  of  poverty,  suffering  and  d istress  by  demonstrating
practical  Christian  compassion  and  where  appropriat e,  sharing  the  Christian
faith.’ 
Buy  wooden  eggs  -  proceeds  to  Christian  work  in  Rus sia.  Sale  or  return
arrangement possible.
http://web.ukonline.co.uk/love.russia   
Tel. 01983 530262 (based in the Isle of Wight)

www.hobbycraft.co.uk  stocks these ‘fun to fill’ coloured plastic eggs s o you can
add things for inside each egg… a gift, some sweets  or a bible message. They
also sell a variety of seasonal silk flowers, hyaci nths, daffodils etc and a range
of wonderful craft resources! A day trip for your t eam! 

Thoughts of Easter Treats & Traditions 
Have you considered Treats and Traditions ? - a social evening for mums to chat
about  childhood  and  family  traditions  as  we prepare  for  and  celebrate  the
festivals. How do we prepare with young children? W hat did we do as a family?

Offer ice breaker questions (on paper slips in plas tic eggs for Easter) and divide
the  assembled  gathering  into  smaller  groups  for  sma ll  group  chat.  Offer
refreshments

Then have a short talk, a testimony from someone in  your team,. It helps them
to get to know us better.

Chocolate nests

Block of cooking chocolate

Shredded Wheat

Mini-eggs*

Small paper cake cases

Break up chocolate and place in a bowl. Adult to me lt chocolate using bain-marie
method.



Stir chocolate once melted and add crumbled shredde d wheat to give a ‘twiggy’
effect.

Spoon enough mixture into cake cases to allow for  a  hollow in the middle to
resemble a nest. Add mini eggs. They will stick if chocolate has not yet set or
wait and add later.

Important Safety note:

This  requires  supervision  and  be  careful  if  offerin g  hard  mini  eggs  or  hard
sweets as they could be a choking hazard with littl e children

Resurrection Eggs  
These colourful plastic eggs provide a visual way f or you to tell the Easter story.
Each egg holds a small item which is part of the Ea ster message. As the children
see and touch the items, they will remember the mea ning they have with respect
to the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ.

Includes a book with instructions,  scriptures, a s tory for each item, and tips on
leading  children  to  Christ.  These  are  wonderful  to  use  in  family  devotions,
Sunday school,  and even in children's church. These  can be found on the One
Way UK website or tel. 0845 490 1930 to place an or der

Five golden daffodils

dancing in the sun,

Along came a naughty dog

And knocked down one

(4,3,2,1)

Easter eggs, Easter eggs,

Five in a row,

Each wrapped in paper

and tied with a bow.

All made of chocolate

creamy and sweet

I'll just nibble one....

leaving four still to eat 

(4,3,2,1)



Books
There are so many titles to appeal to little childr en including the ones by our
network friends, authors Susie Poole and Vicki Howi e. Look out for lift the  flap
books that young children love.

‘Easter  Easter  Almost  Here!  Is  a  board book for  under  fives  published by
Zondervan ISBN 0-310-70800-1 
Charming little board book with rhyming text to rea d out loud – excellent for
Palm Sunday themed story telling or puppet presenta tions. Make a noise! Rejoice
and lay palms on the ground. Imagine the little don key clip clopping along the
streets of Jerusalem carrying Jesus on his back

‘Jesus is Coming’  Egg shaped board book by Zonderkids  - Palm Sunday  message

Jesse  Tree  could  help  as  we  talk  about  Easter  treats  and  trad itions  with
symbolic decorations. Make a tree from twigs fixed into a pot and hang eggs and
other new life symbols on it or something which has  special meaning re Easter
events.  

The Tiddlywinks Big Yellow Book (Scripture Union) £8.99  has lots of ideas and
photocopiable resources for Easter and Pentecost as  well as other themes for
sessions  

Holy Week activities for children and families
Perhaps  your  church  runs  events  during  Holy  Week? P erhaps  a  Palm  Sunday
special for a Toddler Praise service midweek might be an idea? 

Why not offer a crafts morning  for children and their parents. Tell an Easter
Story  and  then  offer  a  creative  activity  to follow  with  hot  cross  buns  and
coffee/juice. (junk modelling could be offered as w ell as using paints or other
art  materials  and   may  also  appeal  to  cool  boys  as  well  as  girls!)  For  older
children make bracelets with beads to symbolise asp ects of the Easter events.

If you have the parents present, they are responsib le for their own children and
they may also enjoy the creative experience. 

Godly Play offers some wonderful  story telling all  year round  but some very
thought provoking ones for Lent and Easter . See www.godlyplay.org.uk

Easter Banner
Perhaps you could make an Easter banner with symbol s to peg on
during Holy Week.



Jelly Bean Prayer

Red is for the blood He gave
Green is for the grass He made
Yellow is for the sun so bright
Orange is for the edge of night
Black is for the sin we made
White is for the grace He gave
Purple is for the hour of sorrow
Pink is for the new tomorrow
A bag full of jelly beans,
Colourful and sweet
Is a prayer, is a promise 
is an Easter treat!

www.hobbycraft.co.uk  They stock these ‘fun to fill’ eggs so you can mak e your
own sets and add things for inside each egg. 

Make rainbow streamers  that tell a story for Palm Sunday and Easter Day 

Each child will need: 7 ribbons or crepe paper stre amers about 35 cms long; A
short length of dowel and double sided sticky tape.  

Tell  the story of Easter by introducing one colour of the streamer at a time.
Each of the rainbow coloured streamers tells a diff erent part of the story. 

1. Violet  : Violet or purple is the colour for the season of  Lent. Many churches in
Lent  use  purple cloths  on  the  altar  and  the  priest  may  wear  special  purple
clothes. Purple is the colour that the church uses to show that it is a time to get
ready to celebrate something special. So we are in the season of getting ready
for something special to happen. This time is calle d Lent and it is the time when
we get ready to celebrate Easter. What other time o f the church’s year uses
this colour? 



2. Orange : This is the colour orange. I wonder what the col our orange reminds
you of? 

(The children may have recently celebrated a Christ ingle when the colour orange
was the symbol of the world.) Remind the children h ow God loved us so much
that he sent his son Jesus into the world as a tiny  baby. 

3.  Yellow : This colour reminds us of the gift of gold that one of the wise men
brought to the baby Jesus. It reminds us that Jesus  was born to be a new and
special king. 

4.  Blue : But Jesus didn’t stay a baby, like us he grew up  and when he was an
adult  he did some amazing things.  Talk  together  abo ut some of  the amazing
stories you remember about Jesus. Blue reminds us t hat some of Jesus’ special
friends were fishermen and many of the stories of J esus took place by the sea
of Galilee. 

5. Green : Many people followed Jesus wherever he went to h ear his stories and
to learn more about God. The colour green reminds u s of that special day when
they led him into Jerusalem, laying palm leaves in his path and shouting that he
was their king. We call this special day Palm Sunda y. 

6. Red : But not everyone was Jesus’ friend and there wer e some who plotted to
have Jesus  killed.  The colour  red reminds  us of  how  Jesus  died nailed  to a
wooden cross. 

7. Indigo  : Even though people were doing horrible things to  him Jesus still loved
the people and before he died he prayed to God and said, ‘Father forgive them
for they don’t know what they are doing.’ Imagine J esus loving us so much that
he thought about us at that time. When Jesus died t he sky went dark and a huge
curtain hanging in the temple in Jerusalem tore fro m top to bottom. The colour
indigo reminds us of the darkness and the colours o f the curtain. Many of those
who saw Jesus die knew at this point that Jesus rea lly was the son of God. But
we know that this wasn’t the end of the story, for three days later Jesus rose
from the dead. 

Now that you have heard the story make your ribbons  into a streamer that you
can wave on Palm Sunday and Easter day. 

When you mix all  the colours of  the rainbow togethe r  they make the colour
white. 

White  is  the  colour  that  the  church uses  for  celebr ation.  Joy  is  what  the
Resurrection message is all about!



Easter Tree

Here's a great Easter tradition to share with your children. Each day, place one
egg on the tree and read the corresponding Scriptur e, discussing how it relates
to Easter. You could read the verse from their pict ure Bible story book.

You need a tree. You can make one from twigs, pussy  willow, catkins etc set in a
pot  of  plaster  of  paris  or  dry  flower  oasis.  You  al so  need  several  small
lightweight Easter eggs and small strips of paper w ith the following verses:

Day 1:  Genesis 3:1-19 (God's first promise of sending a R edeemer)

Day 2:  Genesis 22:1-14 (the story of Abraham and Isaac wh en God provides the
ram for the offering)

Day 3:  Exodus 12:21-30 (the first Passover)

Day 4:  Numbers 21:4-9 (Moses and the brass serpent)

Day 5:  Matthew 21:33-46 (parable of the unfaithful stewar ds)

Day 6: John 12:1-11 (Mary's anointing Jesus' feet with her  hair)

Day 7:  Matthew 21:1-11 (Jesus' triumphant entry--Palm Sun day)

Day 8:  Matthew 26:14-30 (the Last Supper)

Day 9:  Matthew 26:31-46 (the Garden of Gethsemane)

Day 10: Matthew 26:47-75 (Judas' betrayal)

Day 11:  Matthew 27:11-31 (Jesus' trial before Pilate)

Day 12:  Matthew 27:32-56 (the crucifixion)

Day 13:  Matthew 27:57-66 (Jesus' burial)

Day 14:  Matthew 28:1-10; Mark:16:1-20; Luke 24:1-49; John 20:1-31 (the
resurrection)

Start two weeks before Easter. Each day, take the e gg and hang it on the tree.
Read the verses and discuss the meaning of the vers es. On Easter morning, the
tree is covered with eggs. (add extra eggs hung on the tree and a few other
decorations to make it look beautiful.)





Hot cross buns!

Hot cross buns!

One a penny

Two a penny

Hot cross buns!

 If you have no daughters

Give them to your sons

One a penny

Two a penny

Hot cross buns!

Knitted Hot Cross buns! 
You can buy these from ebay ! Just search for ‘hot cross buns’ in
ebay and you’ll find them (Also look for ‘knitted f ood’ You will be
amazed!)

Knitted hot cross buns  (I’m sorry this isn’t double knitting but if any o ne finds
a pattern or can convert one, do have a go) The pat tern has not been tested!

You will need:
3.75mm needles or size 9 
8ply wool in Light Brown & Fawn 
Black embroidery Thread for Currants 
Toy Filling for Stuffing

Size: 4 inch each 

Tension: Cast on 24st stst 32 rows equals a 4 inch square 

Bun Base: 

Using Fawn cast on 8st & k 1 row. 

Inc 1st at each end of next 4 rows then following 3  alt rows. 22st. 

Work 8 rows straight. 

Dec 1st at each end of next & following 4 
alt rows. 

Dec 1 st at each end of next 3 rows. Purl 1 row, Ca st off. 

Five currant buns in the bakers shop
Big and round 
With a cross on the top,
Along came…… with a penny one day
Bought a hot cross bun and took it away!



Bun Top: 

Using L/Brown cast on 8st & k 1 row. 
Inc 1 st at each end of next row. 10st. 

Using a separate length of yarn for each colour cha nge and twisting yarns
together at back of work when changing colour to av oid making a hole,
continue as follows: 

NEXT ROW: Using L/Brown inc in 1st stitch, k2, usin g Fawn k4, using
L/Brown k2, inc in last st. 12st. 
Keeping the centre 4st in Fawn, inc 1st at each end  of next 2 rows then
following 3 alt rows. 22st. Work 2 rows straight. 

NEXT ROW: P 2 L/Brown, 18 Fawn, 2 L/Brown . 

NEXT ROW: Knit 2 L/Brown, 18 Fawn, 2 L/Brown . Rep last 2 rows once
more. 

NEXT ROW: P 9 L/Brown, 4 Fawn, 9 L/Brown, 

NEXT ROW: K 9 L/Brown, 4 Fawn, 9 L/Brown. 
Keeping to centre 4st in Fawn dec 1st at each end o f next & following 4 alt
rows. Dec 1st at each end of next 2 rows. 
Using L/Brown only dec 1st at each end of next row.  P 1 row. Cast off
remaining 8st. 

TO FINISH: Sew 2 circles together leaving an openin g for the stuffing.
Stuff firmly and sew close the opening. 

Embroider black currants using knots on top of the buns. 

………………

Knitted last Supper!! (Whatever next!)
The figures are similar to the shepherds in Jean Gr eenhowe’s Nativity set but
also include knitted bread and cups! I finally obta ined a pattern from someone in
a church far away through website enquiries.



 

For older children, the  Miracle Maker  DVD is a beautifully presentation. For
younger ones, The Beginner’s Bible  series of videos includes the Easter Story.
You might be able to find a DVD version through you r local Christian Bookseller. 

Little Nut Brown Hare asks how much Big Nut Brown H are
thinks he loves him in ‘Guess How Much I Love You’  by Sam
Mcbratney & Anita Jeram. Big Nut Brown Hare respond s by
explaining how much more he loves him. You could te ll this
story in your groups and then say how much God love s us and

stretch out your arms like a big hug ‘all the way to forever
and more!’ 

There are some lovely stories that have a resonance  with the
Easter message of death and new life – ‘ The Velveteen Rabbit’
by Margery Williams (1922) is an old favourite… all  about a
stuffed toy rabbit who realises what it really take s to be ‘real’.



Make this paper plate rocking ‘colt’ for Palm Sunda y craft. Enlarge the template
of the head and add a tail. Sponge paint grey. 

(Another version will make a Donkey you could use f or a Christmas craft) 

Sharing the message of Easter
As already mentioned, unless you have a Christian t heme to your regular story
time, songs and craft, introducing the message of E aster to those who come to
your group, would be rather a surprise. However if you offer  it in the context
of  a  little  service  or  storytelling  in  the  Church,  you  are  giving  people  an
opportunity to choose ‘no thank you’.

Leaders  of  groups  say  that  conversations  can be  so  much more  open in the
context of a church setting.

Julia Plaut’s CD ‘Jumping For God’  released in March 2007 has a lovely track
called ‘A Sad Day’ which could be played in the bac kground and has sensitively
worded lyrics and lots of joyful bouncing!

Offering a simple text  eg ‘Easter Joy’ or ‘Easter is for me’ to crafts.

 


